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Dear 3iri

requast that we
reads, part, as

on af ér avy ceases to use
QILQA. r‘quir‘ mj.ni-

4 out in opinion Yo, 0-5330, our opin-
holds tha$ ocounties have no statutory aue-
thority unde tiole 1269h, Vernon's Annotated Civil stat-
utes, to lsase land from individuala for airport purposes,

Artiole 52,8e, Vernon's innostated Clvil Statutes
authorizes the aoquiaitfon of land by counties by leass oniy
for the use of the Pederal Government; and not for their own
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use or for the operation of a ocommeroial sirport. iihen
land i{s leased under authority of Artiole 5248e, the au~
thorized lease term is that period the Federal Government
oontraots to use the land. lioreover, Article 1209h, Ver=
non's Annotated Civil Statutes, authorizes the operation
of an airport by counties only when the lsnd 18 aocquired
by purchase or condemnation in the manner there set forth,

Countles may a¢t through theilr commiselonerst
scourts only in the furtherance of oounty dusiness (Artiole
¥, Section 18, Conmatitution of Texas) and then thelr au-
thority is atriotly limited to those powers sxpresaly or
impliedly gonferred by lew, GCommissionsers' Court vs,
Jallage, 15 S.W. (24} 5353 1l Texas :urlligudance. page
563, Other than the atatutes enumerated opiniona
Q-4972, 0-5330, and this supplement, we have found none
bearing upon the problem,

, Vi@ therefore advise you that in our opinion

your county is not authorized to operate & ocommerolal aire
port on land leased from an individual for the use of the
Yaderal Government when the Government ceases %0 use such
landi and that the authorized leass term under Artlole
524,8e, Yernon's Annotated Civil Statutes, is thet period
the Goverament contraots to use the land, ‘

© Ti§é regret tnét inadvertently we failed to en~
cloae a copy of our opinion number 0-4972 whioh you will
£ind herewith.

Yery truly yours
ATTORKEY G.NARAL OF TuXAS
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